Fort Collins Energy Policy:  Focus on Efficiency!
Electric rates in Fort Collins are expected to rise 20% within the next ten years, partially to pay for a new power plant ($80 million) to meet increased peak demand.  Peak demand occurs when we use the most electricity (hot summer afternoons when business and residential air conditioners are running).  If we reduce our peak demand by 2% per year, we can avoid having to build this plant and save us all a lot of money!  The technology is available to do this and Fort Collins Utilites offers programs and assistance to help accomplish this goal (www.fcgov.com/conservation/).   The problem is that our current rate provides little financial incentive to conserve and not enough people are taking advantage of these programs.
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A solution

Utilities around the nation, including Xcel and the city of Longmont, have adopted a tiered residential electric rate; rates don’t have to raise for everyone, just those who are creating the need for a new plant.  Folks who take steps to make their homes more energy efficient can see a substantial reduction in their bill. Any additional funds generated by tiered rates can help fund efficiency assistance programs.  Fort Collins Utilities is ready to help people stay below the higher rate by offering assistance in making homes more efficient and educating people about conserving energy without sacrifing comfort.  The average U.S. home can reduce energy use over 30% with basic weatherization techniques.  New homes can be built to use solar technology and efficient design to use little or no utility power at all.  

Environment

If we build a new plant it will run on natural gas.  Ranchers have had acres ruined by toxic waste from natural gas drilling (FRACing), streams have been toxically polluted, and in some parts of Colorado people can actually light their faucets on fire (Google: Natural Gas Leak Makes Home’s Tap Water Flammable)!

The good news is that by investing in efficiency we can avoid these problems and help the local economy.  The money that Fort Collins Utilities invests in home efficiency improvements creates jobs and stays in the community, money that would otherwise go up the coal stack.  

Fort Collins Utilities should adopt a tiered rate structure that encourages conservation, discourages waste, and places the burden of paying for a new power plant on those that create the need.
This flyer was developed by Community for Sustainable Energy and distributed by:
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Fort Collins, CO  80522
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Write a short letter to the Mayor and your Councilperson.  Say whatever you like, please personalize.  Here are some suggestions:





Tell them that you support a tiered electric rate structure with a low tier that rewards conservation, a middle tier, and third tier that discourages waste.


Ask them to reply to your letter.





Mayor Doug Hutchinson					Councilperson  _____


P.O. Box 580							P.O. Box 580


Fort Collins, CO 80522-0580					Fort Collins, CO 80522-0580















